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Chairman’s	  Message	  	  
	  
Hello	  and	  welcome	  to	  Marie’s	  first	  “Stag.”	  Let	  us	  hope	  it	  is	  the	  first	  of	  many	  to	  come.	  Ho!	  
Ho!	  Ho!	  
	  
I	  would	  like	  to	  say	  that	  we	  have	  a	  good	  rally	  programme	  for	  2016,	  so	  please	  
support	  as	  many	  rallies	  as	  you	  can.	  	  
	  
From	  the	  committee	  and	  myself,	  I	  would	  like	  to	  wish	  you	  all	  a	  Merry	  Christmas	  and	  Happy	  
New	  Year.	  
	  
See	  you	  on	  a	  rally.	  
	  

David  
	  
	  

	  
Chairman	  moonlighting	  	  xxx	  

	  

	  

	  

	  



Editor’s	  Corner	  

Hi	  for	  those	  who	  don’t	  know	  me,	  my	  name	  is	  Marie	  Woodward	  
I	  have	  been	  caravanning	  for	  25	  years,	  and	  have	  been	  on	  the	  committee	  for	  about	  4	  years.	  	  I	  am	  
married	  to	  John,	  and	  we	  have	  one	  daughter,	  Jennifer	  who	  quite	  a	  few	  of	  you	  have	  met.	  	  We	  lived	  
in	  Berkshire	  for	  many	  years,	  but	  decided	  to	  move	  to	  Dorset	  4	  years	  ago.	  	  We	  still	  rally	  with	  the	  
Berkshire	  Centre	  with	  all	  our	  friends,	  and	  wouldn’t	  change	  it	  for	  the	  world.	  
My	  hobbies	  are	  caravanning,	  of	  course,	  cross	  stich,	  tapestry	  and	  reading.	  	  
	  
I	  have	  now	  taken	  over	  the	  role	  of	  Rally	  Secretary	  and	  putting	  together	  The	  Stag	  Newsletter.	  	  For	  
this	  to	  work,	  I	  need	  your	  help	  in	  sending	  in	  feedback	  from	  rallies,	  articles	  that	  you	  think	  may	  
benefit	  others,	  recipes,	  jokes,	  (clean	  ones	  please)	  and	  any	  items	  for	  sale,	  news	  etc.	  etc.	  
	  
We	  still	  have	  4	  rallies	  with	  no	  rally	  officers:-‐	  
	  
Apr	  01	  –	  Apr	  03	   St	  Peter’s	  School	  Old	  Windsor	  	  
May	  20	  –	  May	  22	   National	  Trust,	  Runnymede	  	  
June	  03	  –	  June	  05	   Bishops	  Green	  Farm,	  Bishops	  Green.	  
Jul	  29	  –	  Jul	  31	   Goulders	  Farm,	  Cockpole	  Green.	  
	  
If	  you	  have	  never	  run	  a	  rally	  and	  would	  like	  to,	  let	  me	  know	  and	  maybe	  I	  could	  pair	  you	  with	  one	  of	  
our	  regular	  rally	  officers,	  who	  would	  show	  you	  the	  ropes.	  	  
	  
Blue	  Nose	  /	  Rally	  Officer’s	  meeting	  /	  Open	  Forum	  –	  Jan	  15	  –	  Jan	  17	  	  
Still	  have	  a	  lot	  of	  spaces	  left,	  so	  if	  you	  would	  like	  to	  book	  on	  this	  rally	  please	  contact	  Dave	  and	  Jane	  
Tuthill.	  0118	  969	  0961	  They	  will	  be	  really	  pleased	  to	  take	  your	  booking.	  Or	  you	  can	  book	  on	  line.	  	  
	  
This	  is	  the	  first	  time	  I	  have	  done	  anything	  like	  a	  newsletter	  so	  apologies	  for	  any	  mistakes’	  will	  get	  
better	  in	  time.	  (A	  wise	  man	  or	  was	  it	  a	  wise	  woman	  said	  	  
“never	  apologise	  for	  anything	  and	  never	  admit	  to	  any	  mistakes”)	  J 	  
	  
Marie Woodward 	  
	  
	  
	  
Guide	  Dog	  Abby	  Update	  

I have been intending to write an update for your magazine for a while! 
 
Abby was our lovely black lab/retriever cross pup that we walked for Guide Dogs in 
2013/14. 
She came on several rallies for camping experience. We said "Goodbye" to her in June 
2014 and after a series of tests she was accepted as a Brood Bitch. That is a high 
accolade they only take the best to produce more pups for Guide Dogs.  
 
Abby went to live in a family home near Worcester. Since then we have moved house and 
area and now rally with East Hants. It was meeting Jane Tuthill at the 50th birthday rally at 
the end of August that prompted this jotting. 
 



Abby was successfully mated with a golden Labrador and in July 2015 she gave birth to 12 
(yes TWELVE) pups for her first whelping!!!! 6 girls and 6 boys, all given names beginning 
with H. 9 were yellow and 3 black. Of course we had to visit them so after a folk and dance 
weekend nearby we popped in. Abby recognised us, which is always rewarding. We were 
told that she was a brilliant Mum and was feeding them all, though in 3 sittings! She let us 
handle the pups and of course I wanted to bring one home. I had thought about asking my 
new Guide Dog Supervisor to request one for me to Puppy Walk but timing not convenient 
as we had planned to cross the Channel early September and go exploring. 
 
We made it to Split in Croatia and would recommend Slovenia and Croatia for some 
excellent campsites off peak, good walking and cycling routes, beautiful towns and villages 
to visit, sunshine and a cup of coffee at £1 wherever we went. 
 
On our return in mid October I was offered a 15 week pup to rehome. I jumped at the 
chance! So we now have Truffle, a yellow lab/retriever cross little girl to puppy walk for the 
rest of her Primary education. 
 
So far so good as she is nearly house trained, sleeps well at night and managed a folk 
concert last night and a church service this morning. 
 
The van has been put to bed for the winter, so camping will have to be on next year’s 
programme. 
 
Seasons greeting  
Carole & Brian Arrowsmith & Truffle, 
 
 
 
Tow	  Car	  Woes	  
	  
There	  comes	  a	  time	  in	  every	  caravanners	  life	  when	  they	  have	  to	  look	  at	  changing	  their	  tow	  car.	  
The	  time	  came	  for	  me	  at	  the	  end	  of	  November	  2015.	  
	  
My	  Mercedes	  R	  Class	  had	  reached	  the	  100,000	  mark	  and	  was	  developing	  a	  few	  issues,	  the	  main	  one	  being	  
with	  the	  air	  suspension	  in	  which	  it	  would	  decide,	  out	  of	  the	  blue	  to	  sag	  on	  one	  side	  at	  odd	  times	  when	  
stood	  still.	  This	  would	  happen	  every	  day	  for	  a	  week	  then,	  be	  okay	  for	  the	  following	  week.	  I	  spent	  many	  
hours	  on	  line	  looking	  at	  towing	  weights,	  cubic	  capacity,	  break	  horse	  power	  and	  miles	  per	  gallon	  figures.	  
	  
I	  eventually	  decided	  on	  a	  Mercedes	  C250	  estate	  (got	  to	  have	  an	  estate	  for	  the	  fishing	  gear).	  It	  has	  2.1cc,	  
201	  bhp,	  369	  lb/ft	  of	  torque	  and	  a	  towing	  weight	  of	  1800	  kgs.	  	  
	  
I	  have	  now	  bought	  one	  and,	  of	  course,	  next	  step	  is	  a	  tow	  bar.	  As	  I	  have	  been	  in	  the	  Motor	  Trade	  for	  more	  
than	  40	  years,	  I	  have	  always	  fitted	  my	  own.	  Nowadays	  it	  appears	  that	  the	  electrics	  have	  to	  be	  coded	  to	  the	  
car	  because	  of	  bulb	  failure	  devices	  etc.	  so	  I	  decided	  to	  have	  one	  fitted.	  Shock	  horror,	  I	  was	  quoted	  £620.00	  
and	  that	  was	  with	  trade	  discount,	  (ouch!	  )	  so	  beware	  buy	  a	  car	  with	  a	  tow	  bar.	  
	  
Haven’t	  towed	  the	  caravan	  with	  it	  yet,	  that	  will	  be	  the	  Christmas	  Party,	  can’t	  wait.	  	  
	  
John Woodward 
 
 



Fundraising for the Air Ambulance - £4,282 
At the 2014 AGM I announced that I’d chosen the Thames Valley and Chiltern Air 
Ambulance as the charity for the Centre to support during my final year as Chairman. This 
is such a worthy cause which doesn’t receive any Government funding or Lottery grant to 
keep the helicopter flying and absolutely anyone in our area could potentially benefit from 
the vital service the helicopter and crew provides. 
Fundraising got off to a good start at the AGM rally with £82 being raised by throwing £1 
coins at a bottle of gin and the winner generously allowing the bottle to be auctioned 
afterwards for a further £22. On the Friday night of the Christmas Party rally, Alan and 
Lottie McNeil and Ann James cooked a curry and fruit salad to raise money for the 
Centre’s charity. The donations from the meal and a raffle for a Reading Caravans voucher 
raised the marvellous sum of £447. 

Fundraising at the New Year rally included a draw for a bottle of champagne, guessing the 
number of sweets in a jar and Diane Haynes selling some homemade cakes. Another draw 
for a bottle of champagne raised £41 at the Blue Nose rally and £35 was raised at the 
Valentines/Birthday rally from Bus Stops. £11 was raised by guessing the weight of a cake 
at the “No Sax Please We’re British” rally at Barnstones, Banbury and Bus Stops at the 
rally at the Basingstoke Canal Centre at Mytchett raised £45. 

£50 was raised at Devizes by a draw for a voucher donated by Reading/Oxford/Swindon 
Caravans plus an additional £20 for a Club Site voucher. Over £90 was raised at the 
Pirate’s Rally at Medmenham by throwing coins at a bottle of rum (closest won the rum), 
auctioning the bottle of rum (donated by the coin-throwing winner) and a Treasure Island 
(find where the treasure was buried on a map). A draw for a boozy hamper at the 
Chairman’s rally raised £96. 

The Charity Rally in August was a wonderful weekend and the focus of the year’s 
fundraising activities. Whilst the numbers attending the rally were not as high as I’d hoped, 
I was delighted to see so many friends and family coming to the Saturday afternoon fete 
and Sunday morning auction. The weekend raised just over £1500. I was pleased that Bob 
and Sue Lee, volunteers with the Air Ambulance, were able to join us at the Saturday fete 
and run a stall selling Air Ambulance merchandise. 

The BOB jar made an appearance at rallies throughout the year. It was amazing that this 
raised £170 in 5p pieces. Bus Stops, raffles and draws also took place at other rallies and 
many other donations were received. 

During the summer I took part in the Global Corporate Challenge (a scheme for teams of 
seven people from businesses all over the world) as a member of a team entered by 
Fujitsu with the goal of each person walking 10,000 steps a day for 100 days. I took the 
opportunity to ask for sponsorship to make the challenge benefit the Air Ambulance. 
Thanks to your generosity I raised over £300. 

I was really pleased to be able to present a cheque for the Air Ambulance for £4,082 at the 
2015 AGM to Bob and Sue Lee. A few days later, my employer Fujitsu, donated a further 
£200 in recognition of the fundraising I’d led throughout the previous 12 months. This 
meant the final total raised was £4,282; a truly wonderful sum. 

When I launched the fundraising the charity was called the Thames Valley and Chiltern Air 
Ambulance and the helicopter was a red and yellow livened EC135 Eurocopter, G-HBOB, 
(G represents Great Britain, H represents Helicopter, and BOB represented the three 
counties ìt serves — Berkshire, Oxtordshire and Buckinghamshire).  At the AGM we were 
told that the charity had taken delivery of a new Airbus H135 helicopter (call sign G-TVAL) 



equipped with specialist night-vision kit. The charity has also been rebranded as The 
Thames Valley Air Ambulance and has a new logo and website 
(www.tvairambulance.org.uk). 

I was thrilled to receive an invitation to visit the helicopter and crew at their base at RAF 
Benson in Oxfordshire.  On 27th November Dave and I were greeted by Kate Martin 
(Berkshire Fundraising Manager) with Bob & Sue Lee (the volunteers we’d met at the 
Charity rally and the presentation at the AGM). We were introduced to the crew on duty (2 
doctors and a paramedic) and the pilot from Bond Air Services who work in partnership 
with the Charity. The new helicopter was in a hanger when we arrived due to the weather 
conditions being unsuitable for flying and we were shown all around it by one of the 
doctors (and allowed to sit in the back). The crew are currently being trained for night flying 
and will start active night missions in the new year. 

The weather then improved sufficiently for the helicopter to be transferred outside to the 
tarmac in readiness for any missions. It was fascinating watching the helicopter being 
moved on a special mover (the helicopter is on skids not wheels). The pilot then carried out 
all the pre-flight checks — very noisy! Then finally, the opportunity for a photo call with me, 
the crew, the pilot and Bob & Sue. What a memorable experience and a privilege to meet 
some of the highly trained crew. Take a look at the photo gallery on the Centre’s website to 
see photos of my visit. 

Thank you so much to everyone for your generosity. 

Jane Tuthill 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Congratulations to Sharon 

 

 
 

Thank you for your support and generosity – I raised over £5000.00 
for Eden Ward at Wexham Park Hospital. 

 
Lots of Love, Sharon x x x x 

 
 
 
 
Bobbington Holiday Rally August 28— September 6 
 
Our journey: 
 
Weather was kind to us; we did hit a lot of traffic on the way, but armed with a flask and 
sandwiches we didn’t mind, On arriving at Bobbington we were greeted by our fellow rally officers 
Dave and Pauline Saunders and Bob and Ann James. 
 
Having sat down for a cup of tea with our rally officers we then decided to sort ourselves out for 
our stay. Once settled in we met the other ralliers. That evening, and most other evenings, our 
rally officers decided to entertain us. What a fantastic job they made, we fell about laughing. Dave 
and Bob once they get going there’s no stopping them. Most evenings our rally officers entertained 
us one way or another. 
 
If it wasn’t Dave and Bob it was Pauline and Ann. We had a couple of nights when we had cheese 
and biscuits, wine, and nibbles galore. 
 
We visited a few places, including the Black Country Museum (which is well worth a visit).  
Bridgenorth with its cliff rail way and much to Mr Ward’s delight a ride on the Severn Valley railway 
steam train to Kidderminster, and last but not least the Iron Bridge. 
 



Bobbington also has various small craft shops and a good restaurant on site, which is attached to 
a wine shop which sold fantastic homemade pies, all sorts of different cheeses, chocolates and 
much more. 
 
The men decided to go fishing for one of the days. 
Dave, John & my John having left early to set up their fishing tackle, eventually started fishing and 
after a while of not catching very much fish Dave astounded them all by casting his line and 
hooking a pigeon, which carried his float and line to the lake behind them. The two Johns just 
shook their heads in amazement. 
 
IT COULD ONLY HAPPEN TO DAVE! 
What will he catch next? Your guess is as good as mine. 
 

 
 
 
Jokes	  Corner	  

Chinese	  Doctor	  can’t	  find	  a	  job	  in	  a	  hospital,	  
So	  he	  opens	  a	  clinic	  and	  puts	  a	  sign	  outside.	  
GET	  TREATMENT	  FOR	  £20.00	  IF	  NOT	  CURED	  GET	  £100.00	  BACK.	  
	  
A	  lawyer	  thinks	  this	  is	  a	  great	  opportunity	  to	  earn	  £100.00	  and	  goes	  to	  the	  clinic.	  
	  
Lawyer	  –	  “I	  have	  lost	  my	  sense	  of	  taste”	  	  
Chinese	  Dr	  “Nurse,	  bring	  me	  the	  medicine	  from	  box	  number	  22	  and	  put	  3	  drops	  in	  the	  patient’s	  
mouth”	  
Lawyer	  “Ugh.	  This	  is	  petrol”	  
Chinese	  Dr	  “Congrats,	  your	  sense	  of	  taste	  has	  been	  restored”.	  Give	  me	  £20.00	  
	  
	  



The	  annoyed	  lawyer	  goes	  back	  in	  a	  couple	  of	  days	  to	  recover	  his	  money.	  
	  
Lawyer	  “I	  have	  lost	  my	  memory”.	  “I	  cannot	  remember	  anything”.	  
Chinese	  Dr	  “Nurse,	  bring	  medicine	  from	  box	  22	  and	  put	  3	  drops	  in	  his	  mouth”.	  
Lawyer	  (annoyed)	  “this	  is	  petrol,	  you	  gave	  this	  to	  me	  last	  time	  for	  restoring	  my	  taste”	  
Chinese	  Dr	  “Congrats.	  You	  have	  your	  memory	  back	  give	  me	  £20.00”.	  
	  
The	  fuming	  lawyer	  pays	  him,	  and	  then	  comes	  back	  a	  week	  later	  determined	  to	  get	  back	  £100.00	  
	  
Lawyer	  “my	  eyesight	  has	  become	  very	  week	  and	  I	  can’t	  see	  at	  all”.	  
Chinese	  Dr	  “Well,	  I	  don’t	  have	  any	  medicine	  for	  that.	  So	  take	  this	  £100.00”.	  	  
	  
Lawyer	  (staring	  at	  the	  note)!	  “But	  this	  is	  £20.00	  not	  £100.00”.	  
Chinese	  Dr	  “congrats	  your	  eyesight	  is	  restored	  give	  me	  £20.00.	  
	  
	  
	  
Think	  before	  you	  make	  a	  wish	  for	  Christmas.	  
	  
A	  poor	  but	  loving	  couple	  were	  celebrating	  their	  40th	  wedding	  anniversary	  with	  a	  cup	  of	  tea,	  
at	  home,	  when	  suddenly,	  pouf!,	  their	  Fairy	  Godmother	  appeared.	  
	  
“I	  will	  grant	  you	  each	  a	  wish	  for	  being	  such	  a	  good,	  loving	  couple”	  she	  said.	  
	  
“I’d	  like	  us	  to	  have	  a	  round	  the	  world	  cruise,”	  said	  the	  wife.	  
	  
The	  fairy	  waved	  her	  wand	  and	  pouf!	  There	  were	  tickets	  to	  a	  first	  class	  cabin	  and	  cruise	  on	  the	  
Queen	  Mary.	  
	  
The	  husband	  looked	  across	  at	  his	  wife	  and	  hung	  his	  head	  as	  he	  said,	  
“I’m	  sorry	  love,	  but	  I’ll	  never	  get	  the	  chance	  to	  do	  this	  again”.	  I	  want	  to	  go	  on	  the	  cruise	  with	  a	  
woman	  thirty	  years	  younger”.	  
	  
The	  fairy	  waved	  her	  wand	  again	  and,	  pouf!	  He	  was	  92.!	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



	  
	  
	  
	  

 
 

I need your help! 
 

A Stag News Letter report request. 
 

Rally officers please would you ask at flag and hand this to anyone who 
would be kind enough to write up a rally report. 
 
Name of Rally / Dates 
Weather 
Venue (School, Field or by a river / lake etc.) 
Social (if one held) 
Any problems (car / van, maybe illness) 
Children’s reports more than welcome 
First time rallies’ report 
Visiting centre members 
 
Please send your finished report to me by post or email. 
The Stag is produced 4 times a year so forward your reports 
ASAP for inclusion in the next copy. 
 
Mrs Marie Woodward 
2 Mags Barrow 
West Parley 
Ferndown 
Dorset 
BH22 8PB 
 
Email bccnewsletter.bcc@gmail.com 
 


